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This booklet is intended as a short introduction to the Bahá'í Faith for those of a Hindu
background. Its main teaching is that mankind is one people and that religion is essentially one
and progressive. The Bahá'í Faith is established in more than 100,000 localities in virtually every
country and territory around the world. Please investigate. Feb 2022

"In this book Steve Addison demonstrates the desire of God from the biblical era until today. He
casts a compelling future vision by tracing God's discernible lessons demonstrated in
movements. Steve taps into the heart hunger of the growing number of us that want to see God
do something great. Your heart will be stirred while you read Movements That Change the World.
If you are like me, you will be prompted to stop and pray, 'Lord, do it again, for the sake of our
communities and nations--for every man, woman and child!'" (Ed Stetzer, missiologist and
author of Planting Missional Churches)"Adaptive, innovative and consuming. Those words
characterize the movements Steve Addison describes and prescribes in his book. They also
depict the book--pick it up and it won't let go of you. I couldn't put it down till it finished
rearranging my mind. This is a keeper!" (Ralph Moore, founding pastor of Hope Chapel Kaneohe
Bay, Hawaii, and author of How to Multiply Your Church)"This will be a valuable contribution to
our growing understanding of church-planting movements and their history, scope and
nature. . . . I will be recommending this to everyone I know." (David Garrison, missionary with the
Southern Baptist International Mission Board and author of Church Planting Movements)"An
important book for our times--well researched, well written, and well thought out. Steve identifies
the essential qualities that have defined movements of the Spirit throughout the ages. The
stories he tells--biblical, historical, contemporary and personal--give us hope for fresh
movements of God in our day." (Robert E. Logan, founder of CoachNet International Ministries
and author of Be Fruitful and Multiply)"Steve has been tantalizing me with tales of this book for
years. He has talked to me about the content on numerous occasions. The chapters are distilled
from years of experience and thought, and the final product has not disappointed. Practitioners
and thinkers with a passion for mission will want to read and reread this book." (Martin
Robinson, director of Together in Mission, UK, and coauthor of Metavista: Bible, Church and
Mission in the Age of Imagination)"There are very few who have truly studied, dissected and
understood church multiplication movements at the core. My friend Steve Addison has done his
homework. I have anticipated this work for some time and am pleased to report it is better than I
ever expected. Steve has put in the years of research and synthesizes his vast amounts of
experience, wisdom and research into an easy-to-read book." (Neil Cole, founder of Church
Multiplication Associates and author of Organic Church)"I love this book! Every so often a book
comes along that fuels the flame that was started in my heart years ago when I was a young and



on-fire world changer. I love reading this type of book. I'm still a fanatical, fiercely focused,
imbalanced, apostolic type guy. I'm older now, but more fervent than ever. If you're looking for an
intelligent and passionate book to stir you to dream big dreams of how a movement can begin
through your life and that will give you practical tools to help implement those dreams, then read
Movements That Change the World!" (Floyd McClung, founder/director of All Nations, South
Africa, and author of You See Bones, I See an Army) --This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.Review"I love this book! Every so often a book comes along that fuels the
flame that was started in my heart years ago when I was a young and on-fire world changer. I
love reading this type of book. I'm still a fanatical, fiercely focused, imbalanced, apostolic type
guy. I'm older now, but more fervent than ever. If you're looking for an intelligent and passionate
book to stir you to dream big dreams of how a movement can begin through your life and that will
give you practical tools to help implement those dreams, then read Movements That Change the
World!"-- Floyd McClung, founder/director of All Nations, South Africa, and author of You See
Bones, I See an Army --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Review"In this book
Steve Addison demonstrates the desire of God from the biblical era until today. He casts a
compelling future vision by tracing God's discernible lessons demonstrated in movements.
Steve taps into the heart hunger of the growing number of us that want to see God do something
great. Your heart will be stirred while you read Movements That Change the World. If you are like
me, you will be prompted to stop and pray, 'Lord, do it again, for the sake of our communities and
nations--for every man, woman and child!'"-- Ed Stetzer, missiologist and author of Planting
Missional Churches"Adaptive, innovative and consuming. Those words characterize the
movements Steve Addison describes and prescribes in his book. They also depict the book--
pick it up and it won't let go of you. I couldn't put it down till it finished rearranging my mind. This
is a keeper!"-- Ralph Moore, founding pastor of Hope Chapel Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, and author
of How to Multiply Your Church"This will be a valuable contribution to our growing understanding
of church-planting movements and their history, scope and nature. . . . I will be recommending
this to everyone I know."-- David Garrison, missionary with the Southern Baptist International
Mission Board and author of Church Planting Movements"An important book for our times--well
researched, well written, and well thought out. Steve identifies the essential qualities that have
defined movements of the Spirit throughout the ages. The stories he tells--biblical, historical,
contemporary and personal--give us hope for fresh movements of God in our day."-- Robert E.
Logan, founder of CoachNet International Ministries and author of Be Fruitful and Multiply"Steve
has been tantalizing me with tales of this book for years. He has talked to me about the content
on numerous occasions. The chapters are distilled from years of experience and thought, and
the final product has not disappointed. Practitioners and thinkers with a passion for mission will
want to read and reread this book."-- Martin Robinson, director of Together in Mission, UK, and
coauthor of Metavista: Bible, Church and Mission in the Age of Imagination"There are very few
who have truly studied, dissected and understood church multiplication movements at the core.
My friend Steve Addison has done his homework. I have anticipated this work for some time and



am pleased to report it is better than I ever expected. Steve has put in the years of research and
synthesizes his vast amounts of experience, wisdom and research into an easy-to-read book."--
Neil Cole, founder of Church Multiplication Associates and author of Organic Church"I love this
book! Every so often a book comes along that fuels the flame that was started in my heart years
ago when I was a young and on-fire world changer. I love reading this type of book. I'm still a
fanatical, fiercely focused, imbalanced, apostolic type guy. I'm older now, but more fervent than
ever. If you're looking for an intelligent and passionate book to stir you to dream big dreams of
how a movement can begin through your life and that will give you practical tools to help
implement those dreams, then read Movements That Change the World!"-- Floyd McClung,
founder/director of All Nations, South Africa, and author of You See Bones, I See an Army --This
text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorSteve Addison is a catalyst for
movements that multiply disciple and churches, everywhere. He is an author, speaker,
podcaster and mentor to movement pioneers. Steve is married to Michelle. They live in
Melbourne, Australia and have four children and two grandchildren. Steve and Michelle lead
MOVE, a mission agency devoted to training and deploying workers who multiply disciples and
churches. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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The Bahá’í Faith- A Short Introduction for HindusAndrew ManceyDedication - these books are
dedicated to the memory of my mother and father who continue to inspire me. And to Moin Kiani
who gave me the idea.Many thanks to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Guyana
for their support.IntroductionWelcome! This booklet is intended as a short introduction to the
Bahá’í Faith for those of a Hindu background. It is not a scholarly work and every issue covered
needs much more attention than is given here. It is the writers hope to gain your interest and put
you in touch with more comprehensive literature. Books for further study and other sources of
information are given below.The Bahá’í Faith is established in more than 100,000 localities in
virtually every country and territory around the world. Please investigate.HinduismHinduism is
not truly a single faith but a collection of religious traditions and philosophies, many dating back
millenia. By means of these philosophies the region of India has had a measure of stability and
civilisation for thousands of years. During this time there have been notable contributions to the
sciences and the arts.For example there was the Indus Valley Civilisation which began around
3000 BCE :“The civilisation's cities were noted for their urban planning, baked brick houses,
elaborate drainage systems, water supply systems, clusters of large non-residential buildings,
and new techniques in handicraft (carnelian products, seal carving) and metallurgy (copper,
bronze, lead, and tin). The large cities of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa very likely grew to contain
between 30,000 and 60,000 individuals, and the civilisation itself during its florescence may
have contained between one and five million individuals.” 1The Bhagavad GitaThis short
introduction will be based mainly on the Bhagavad Gita which is considered the primary text of
Hinduism and is familiar to all Hindus. It is part of the epic Mahabharata and is well over two
thousand years old.The Gita gives an account of a dialogue between a prince, Arjuna, and his
guide and charioteer Krishna. Krishna was actually a divine avatar (manifestation) of Lord
Vishnu who represents the supreme deity. A war is about to start and Arjuna is very distressed
as it is his duty to fight against some of his kin. He seeks guidance from Krisha about his
situation and a wide range of spiritual questions.The Bhagavad Gita is more of a source of
spiritual knowledge than a historical account. It seems that there is no agreement on who
composed it. It was not written down until long after the events described and so cannot be
directly compared with the Gospel or the Qur’an.KrishnaLet us look at some verses from the
Gita which relate to Krishna:“But the fools of the world know not me when they see me in my
own human body. They know not my Spirit supreme, the infinite God of all this.” 2 (Bhagavad
Gita 9:11)“When righteousness is weak and faints and unrighteousness exalts in pride, then my
Spirit arises on earth.For the salvation of those who are good, for the destruction of evil in men,
for the fulfillment of the kingdom of righteousness, I come to this world in the ages that pass.” 3
(Bhagavad Gita 4:7-8)This process of the manifesting of the spirit of Krishna (or Vishnu) from
age to age is not repetition. Each avatar differs in name and mission. Mankind evolves over time
and the needs change. Because needs change, dharma (true religion) must also evolve to meet



them. Bahá’ís call this “progressive revelation” (explained below).There different interpretations
of verses from the Gita regarding the nature of a Supreme Being. However there are other
scriptures which do assert that there is one God Who is the Ruler of all:“Greater than all is
Brahman, the Supreme, the Infinite... He is indeed the Mighty Lord who moves the hearts of
men... His is the power to sense all things, even though He lacks organs of sensation. He is the
Lord and Ruler of all, the great Refuge of all.” 4 (Svetasvatara Upanishad 3:7,12,17)This view is
in agreement with Bahá’í teaching on the subject – see below.The avatars Who come from age
to age are the subjects of many stories. There is no agreement on the number that came
but:“Hinduism recognizes a number of these which have influenced the Indian sub-continent. In
many of the Hindu scriptures, ten Avatars of Vishnu are identified, in others more than twenty.
There is disagreement over the early Avatars in the scriptures but most agree that the last four
are Rama, then Krishna, then Buddha, then the Avatar to come who is named Kalki.” 5
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